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On the back, two stoneware vases with engraved bicolored engobe
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A Bulgarian in La Borne

A WANDERER

In 1945, while strolling in the streets of Paris,
lvanoff stumbles upon a small bookseller’s
stall where he discovers The Art of Pottery, a
book by the English ceramist William Lee. He
immediately decided to learn pottery.

Deeply inspired by the work of sculptor-
ceramist Jean Carriés (1855-1894), he first
visited Saint-Amand-en-Puisaye, a village
renowned for the quality of its clay and long-
standing pottery traditions. There, master
potters passed on to him the art of wheel
throwing and flamed glazes.

SETTLING IN LA BORNE

During this time of scarcity, lvanoff arrived by
bicycle and settled in a modest cottage in the
nearby village of La Borne — where he set up
his wheel and built his own kiln, today listed

in the French supplementary inventory of
historic monuments.

EVOLUTION

Over thirty years, Ivanoff created almost
3000 pieces, some of which are exhibited
in the Museum of La Borne. His production
ranges from traditional wheel-thrown pottery
to sculptural ceramics.

Asolitaryartist—harsh, sensitive,and proud —
Ivanoff rarely exhibited his work. Considered
a difficult character, he was not always easy
to talk to, let alone persuaded to sell his own
piece.

Stoneware sculpture featuring intersecting disks mounted
on a textured base

Stoneware vase with bicolored slip
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La Borne

Located in the Cher department in central
France, La Borne is renowned for the richness
of its sandstone deposits. Local ceramic
production has been known since the 12th
century, and by the late 19th century, the
community gathered around 700 inhabitants
and 80 potters. While primarily producing
utilitarian pieces, the village also gained
recognition for its folk imagery, especially
through the workshop of Jeanne Talbot. The
local pottery industry declined in the early
20th century until a new generation of artists
arrived after World War I, including Jean and
Jacqueline Lerat, Paul Beyer, André Rozay,
and Vassil lvanoff in 1946, followed shortly by
Elisabeth Joulia, as well as Yves and Monique
Mohy, and Claudine Monchaussé.

IVANOFF MUSEUM

After Ivanoff's death in 1973, his workshop and
barnwere transformedintoamuseum, allowing
the public to discover the variety of his works.
A key figure in La Borne's artistic revival, he
remains the village’s only artist to have had a
museum dedicated to his legacy.

In 2022, the Ivanoff collection was integrated
into the Musée de La Borne, where it now
presentedalongsideworksofhispredecessors,
such as Marie Talbot, and his peers (Joulia,
Deblander...).

Cubist sculpture in stoneware with bicolored slip
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BIOGRAPHICAL
LANDMARKS

February 10, 1897: Born in Tarnovo,
the former capital of Bulgaria.

1917: Served as a non-commissioned
officer during World War |.

1919: Became a schoolteacher

and began studying Fine Arts and
scenography in Varna, nearby the
Black Sea.

1922: Moved to France and quickly
established himself as a decorative
painter.

1927: Married in Marseille, he then
settled in Paris, where he developed
his skills as a decorator and colorist.
1940: Took over his brother-in-law
Philip Halsman'’s photography studio
after Halsman emigrated to the
United States.

1945: Discovered ceramics through
the book The Art of Pottery by
William Lee (1913) and traveled to
Saint-Amand-en-Puisaye.

1946: Established his workshop

in the nearby village of La Borne,
where he would create all his works.
1961: Met Dutch art critic Hans
Redeker in La Borne, leading to

the publication of two significant
articles on his work.

June 1973: Passed away, leaving
behind a legacy of 3,000 pieces.
1979: The Vassil Ivanoff Association
was founded, first led by Georges
Nicot and later by Max Herzberg.
1988: The Vassil lvanoff Museum was
established in Argent-sur-Sauldre,
in the Cher region.







